
OUR VALUES, A PRECIOUS LEGACY! 

                           

 

 

At the time of our birth every human being is basically good and has a particular 

characteristic that makes him/her unique. We come into this world inhabited by values 

that long to flourish and bring beauty, good and kindness to the world. The relationships 

we will live as children, the example of our parents and our numerous life-experiences 

will allow us to discover these values and develop them in a way that they will be 

securely anchored and become solid as rock. Even if we grow up in difficult 

surroundings, these values remain the innate good we seek and it is through this deep 

desire that God will allow us to access them. 

Our values are more than simple social conventions because they lead us to become who 

we are meant to be in our deepest selves. They are embodied through concrete action, the 

gift of self and personal investment. They bear fruit, contribute to building up humanity 

and allow us to be born unto ourselves. 

 

Rosalie 

Rosalie was a loving mother whose values of charity, hospitality, compassion, non-

judgment, mutual aid, etc., were the very essence of her relationships. Over time, her 

deep convictions were transformed into gospel values and then into heroic virtues. Her 

life's journey, even if it wasn't always easy, allowed her to be born unto herself, to be 

born to someone Greater and to finally become the embodiment of these values. Those 

who walked alongside her saw the face of the Merciful God made visible. 

Her family and parish environment were places of learning that shaped her. Even as a 

child she was imbued with faith, charity and love for her parents. Her parents were 

fervent Christians who lived the gospel values on a daily basis by welcoming those in 

need, opening their door to beggars and even providing for the needs of the poorest in 

their region. 

Rosalie soon learned the depth of personal investment required to care for her family, her 

entourage, the strangers, the little ones. She also experienced the joy and the deep level of 

satisfaction they bring. She saw how her parents dedicated themselves to the well-being 

of the family in both the domestic and agricultural tasks, observed her mother in her role 

as a midwife and in her commitment to helping others. From an early age Rosalie was 
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involved in all of these tasks. Many testimonials describe her as being hardworking and 

charitable. In this way we see how values are carriers of otherness. They broaden our 

horizons by calling us out of ourselves in order to move out to others. 

Rosalie developed the ability of caring for others. In addition, she had the good fortune of 

marrying a man who shared her same values. Together, at the example of Rosalie's 

parents, they loved their children and continued to help those in need. Their kindness and 

charity extended beyond their immediate surroundings, for it is said that the priest of the 

neighbouring village often recommended the needy to go to Rosalie and Jean-Marie's 

home for assistance. 

Rosalie devoted her entire life to helping others. Her values were the beacon that guided 

her and made her life as solid as a rock. These values were her source of courage and 

audacity, they are what made her become more and more a woman of Mercy. Rosalie 

was a very loving person who considered her children, her grandchildren and her single 

mothers as her treasures. 

Her values are her greatest legacy. And that is why today, more than 170 years later, 

these values are just as alive, imbued with humanity and participative in the Reign of God 

as they were then. 

 

And Today? 

In Rosalie's time those in need constantly knocked on her door for help and they were 

always well received. Today, does the door of our home remain closed to the stranger in 

need? 

Since Rosalie's time several organizations have been set in place to provide for the needs 

of the less fortunate. Does this mean that we no longer have to develop values such as 

hospitality, unconditional welcoming, non-judgment, etc.? 

Of course not, the needs of our contemporary society remain just as great despite the 

presence of these numerous aid organizations. In addition, these needs are often closer to 

us than we like to think-- with our family members, friends and neighbours. 

We therefore have within our reach a whole range of possibilities to help, to work and to 

deploy the values, the qualities, the talents we carry deep within ourselves, It’s 

fascinating to think that by dedicating our time and our person to a cause/organization 

that we are the ones who are enriched and that this involvement is what makes us evolve 

into becoming the wonder that we are. 



Values have the power to radiate beauty, goodness and kindness in our world, the 

background for God's work. 

Truly they are a precious heritage, a legacy of inestimable value! 

 

N. B. The historical facts of Rosalie’s life were taken from the Positio, Dossier sur les 

vertus et la renommée de sainteté de Rosalie, Volume I, Rome, 1994. 

 


